Routes and Maps

There like a billion bike touring guides, maps and books to choose
from.  Here are some ideas of things to look for in a map/book and
rundown of some of the best/most commonly available resources.

-Map detail - Is the route clear, are distances, turns and directions
easily decipherable and/or listed in writing?

-Direct route or scenic- Touring on the highway is probably the most
direct route.  But it sucks.  Does your map offer scenic routes or
alternatives to car-heavy roads?

-Elevation- A visual representation of elevation can really help in
planning out your day.  Obviously, the more climbs, the slower/more
fatigued you'll be.

-Campsites- Maps that list campsites are great if that's where you're
planning on doing your sleeping.

-Bike shops- Really good maps list bike shops and when something
breaks you'll be really happy they do.

-Sources for food/water- These resources are pretty common in most
touring locations but for more remote trips this info can really help
you plan ahead.

-Price/Portability- You can spend a lot of money on a book with a ton
of info and travel writing, but then you'll have to carry it.
Sometimes, this is your only option.  But for many US locations,
foldable paper bike maps are available for free.  They don't weigh
anything and don't take up any space.


A rundown of some resources-

-Adventure Cycling maps.  (http://www.adventurecycling.com)
Best cycling maps out there.  Detailed maps, elevation profiles, info
on camping, bike shops and food.  Not bulky like a travel guide...but
you gotta pay the $$.

-Writing to state transportation offices.
Many states offer bike maps free of charge.  Research the net to find
out if a map is available for a specific state, write the office and
they'll send you one for free (can take a couple of weeks).  Quality
of the maps varies from state to state.  Oregon and Washington maps
are great.

-http://www.bikely.com/
A website which allows users to post routes which are displayed on
google maps.  Directions are provided in turn by turn format,
elevation profiles are offered.  Great for day trips and short tours
(unless you want to print out a bunch of maps).  If you use one of
these maps you'll have to do your own research on campsites and bike
shop locations.You'll also have to trust the judgement of the person
who posted it (many maps are tagged as either scenic or urban, car
heavy).  You can add your routes as well!  If you use one of these
maps you'll have to do your own research on campsites and bike shop
locations.

-Bicycling the Pacific Coast
Go to book for west coast trips.  Vancouver, B.C. to Mexico.
Incredibly detailed directions with great suggestions for side
trips/points of interest.  Info on camping and bike shops.  Elevation
profiles.  Can be found used for cheap.  Not super bulky.

-Lonely Planet Cycling Guides
Comprehensive maps with elevation.
Great for outside the US travel where other english language cycling
resources may not be readily available.  A little tourist-y but not
annoyingly so.  Really expensive and overwritten (heavy).
