How Bike Farm Works

The Bike Farm operates on a membership basis. There is a monthly or annual fee to obtain access to the shop tools and mechanic help during open shop hours. The shop is also open to community members on an hourly basis by donation. Open Shop Hours make up the primary education program sustaining Bike Farm. There will be at least two experienced mechanics on shift 3 days a week to start out. As the shop builds up its membership base, the shop hours will expand to 4 days a week and will include a Women’s and Trans night. It is the mechanics role to walk members through repairs in a hands-on experience. 

Workshops

Bike Farm will offer workshops that reach out to families, women, and transgender folk. 

The future workshops include:

Women’s and Trans night will be a time set aside each week for women identified folk to come to Bike Farm to maintain, fix and build bikes in a female (identified) only setting. 

Family Day: a day set aside for families to come in with their children’s bikes to learn how to fix flats and do basic maintenance. 

Wheel Building Class: a workshop teaching people how to build their own wheels. There will be a fee for materials. 

Touring Class: a series of classes informing people the basics of taking long bike trips. This class will provide information about general; maintenance on the road, what to pack, planning out routes, and efficient ways of traveling by bike. 

Membership

Bike Farm operates on a membership basis. 

Rates: $20/month

           $50/year

  or      $5/hour suggested donation 

Mission Statement

The Bicycle Farm is a non-profit learning space run by volunteers who believe that bicycles are an ideal (and fun!) mode of transportation. Our mission is to promote the bicycle as a fun, safe, and accessible form of transportation, to foster healthy urban communities, and to provide a welcoming space to learn about building maintaining, and riding bicycles.

Shop Procedures for Patrons

1. All patrons are to check-in with a mechanic upon entering the shop. 

2. Do not head straight to the tool-board without talking to one of the shift mechanics, even if you know you don’t need help!

3. Patrons need to sign in with their name, contact and what they are fixing/doing to their bicycle.

4. After you are done working on your bike, you should approach a mechanic to settle any payments (patch kits, cables, used parts, and the hourly donation)

5. If you are unable to pay the hourly donation or purchase a membership, you ARE EXPECTED to help clean up the shop or help with some small tasks on the chore list.

6. Please be patient with us, as we are only a few people on staff.

7. If you think you know how to use a tool, but aren’t sure, (even if its something as simple as a pump) don’t hesitate to ask! That’s what we’re here for, and we’d rather assist you, as some of our tools are easily broken. 

8. Thanks for visiting Bike Farm and we hope you had fun!

Shop Procedures for Mechanics

1. Come in, make sure tools are all in place, and the clipboard with the waiver and sign-in sheet are available. 

2. Put out a-frame sign on the sidewalk.

3. Read mechanics log to update yourself on recent mechanic’s notes.

4. Put up the vinyl sign above garage door.

5. Make sure clipboard has plenty of Waivers to sign. 

6. Make sure to approach each new patron about signing in, and explain the way Bike Farm works. If they don’t understand, refer them to the “How Bike Farm Works” worksheet at the back of the clipboard. 

7. At the end of each shift, count the money and record what was sold on the inventory sheet. (this will eventually be done on the computer)

8. Record any notes in the mechanic log (about specific patron’s who’re 86’d, new special orders, new donations, sorting jobs, etc)

9. Before leaving sweep the floor, make sure to turn off heater, and lights. 

10. Lock up! 

